Source Evaluation Rubric

	
	Awesome!
	Pretty Good
	Eh…
	Sketchy

	Background Research
How prepared are you to evaluate the source?  
	I know basic concepts, major arguments, and how different social and political groups feel about my topic.
	I know the basic concepts and some major points of argument.
	I know the basic concepts of my topic.
	I know nothing about the topic I’m researching.

	Please explain your rating:



	Author/Publisher

How do you know if the information in a source is accurate?  What makes the author an expert on this topic?  Is the source published by a reputable publisher or organization?
	The author/organization gives contact information and qualifications. The author/organization is an expert on this topic based on the qualifications noted in the source.
	The author/organization gives contact information and/or qualifications. The author/organization may not be an expert on this topic but is clearly knowledgeable about it.
	The author/organization is named but qualifications and/or contact information is incomplete.  
	The author/organization is unnamed and/or no qualifications are given.  

	Please explain your rating:



	Sources Cited
Is the information cited in the source?  If the source contains opinions, are they based on research and/or experience?
	There is an extensive Works Cited list, Bibliography, and/or hyperlinks that lead to credible information.
	There is a limited Works Cited list, Bibliography, and/or hyperlinks, or the work is original research by a reputable source. 
	There is a statement about the source of information, but no Works Cited. 
	No indication of where the information came from.

	Please explain your rating:



	
	Awesome!
	Pretty Good
	Eh…
	Sketchy

	Purpose/Bias
Why was this information published?  Does the source contain any bias and/or present only one viewpoint?
	Source does not seem to be selling anything.  It is balanced and presents more than one viewpoint.  
	Although the source has a biased opinion, it is thoughtful and well-researched.
	The purpose of the source is to sell something or to promote an idea without recognizing other’s opinions or providing research.
	For personal or entertainment purposes.

	Please explain your rating:



	Date
How current is the information?
	Online: The info is less than 1 year old.  Print: The info is less than 3 years old. 
	The information is more than 3 years old, but is not necessarily out of date based on the topic.
	The information is clearly out of date for the topic.
	There is no indication when the information was published.

	Please explain your rating:




Would you use this website for a school research paper?  Why or why not?

